[Leather dusts and cancerogenic effects].
Work exposure to carcinogenic chemicals in the shoe industry is still debated owing to continuous technological developments. A possible causal role in sino-nasal cancer development was attributed to the leather dusts basing on epidemiologic studies. Nevertheless, convincing conclusions regarding toxicodinamic-involved processes are actually missing. An hypothesis pointing on tannins toxic action shows insufficient and contrasting data. A cancerogenic risk seems to be attributable for workers engaged in the whole process of shoe industry.